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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 
The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 
Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

 

 

  

** CORRECTED WITH UPDATED SUMMER HOURS. SEE HIGHLIGHTED BELOW ** 
  

To the Graduating Class of 2026:  
 
Tomorrow, we celebrate your resilience, determination, and the countless moments that brought you to this milestone. 
Through challenges, growth, late nights, and unforgettable memories, you have shown what it means to persevere with 
courage and purpose. As you step into your next chapter, carry with you the knowledge, experiences, and connections 
that have shaped your journey.  
 
Congratulations, Class of 2026 — your future is bright, and this is only the beginning. 
  



   

 

 

 

TODAY IS THE DAY!         
 
Each year, on the eve of our Commencement, we host 
#MesaGivingDay, a day where we come together as a 
community to honor those crossing the stage and 
raise funds in support of the next generation of 
Olympians. 
  
This year, the San Diego Mesa College Foundation is 
offering a match. For every dollar given, a dollar will 
be added-doubling the impact of donations up to 
$10,000. All gifts made now through May 31st are 
eligible. 
  
We invite you to join our efforts by contributing and 
spreading the word. Every gift, at any amount, counts 
toward our match and helps us show community-wide 
momentum. 

1.         Make a Donation 

2.         Post on Facebook 

3.         Post on Linkedin 
  
Every dollar makes a difference! 
 

 

   

 

 

 

This past week, the Mesa Full Self Driving 
Team @mesafsd traveled to Indiana to compete in 
the 2026 Autonomous Karting Series and brought 
home a top-5 finish with their self-driving go-kart. 
 
MesaFSD was the only community college team in a 
field of major universities, competing against teams 
from University of California San Diego, Purdue 
University, Kennesaw State University, University of 
Michigan, and Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. 
 
Congratulations to the students who made this 

incredible achievement possible!     
  

https://tinyurl.com/MesaGivingDay2026
https://www.facebook.com/sandiegomcf/posts/pfbid02uHYywDZAiMXuc56SK1gRuEXdy6vto6RihYewKAPPFZ8sdfZnrDNhbz2cqkoJWCHGl
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/san-diego-mesa-college-foundation-inc-_mesagivingday-mesagivingday-wearemesa-activity-7463328321594941441-kydX?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAHuTPsBdfrBX7mYJDfW7KEGQcARJHkM8Y0
https://www.instagram.com/mesafsd/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 2026 Modified Work Schedule 
 
San Diego Mesa College will transition to its Summer 
2026 Modified Work Schedule from June 1 through 
August 7, 2026, with many employees participating in a 
Monday–Thursday 4/10 workweek. The adjusted 
schedule supports operational efficiency while providing 
employees with greater flexibility during the summer 
months, with holiday observances coordinated at the 
manager’s discretion. 
 

 

 

   

   

 

 

Classicon 2026 is Registration is Open!  
 
On behalf of our Classified Professional Learning 
Committee (CPLC), we invite you to Classicon, Mesa's 
professional learning conference for classified 
professionals! The event is taking place on June 
2nd – 4th.Our theme this year is centered on 
teamwork and collaboration, bringing us together to 
strengthen how we support one another and serve 
our diverse campus community. Together, we’ll 
explore how collective effort leads to more inclusive 
and equitable outcomes for all. 
We are “Stronger Together”! 

• June 2nd, 2026 (Tuesday) 10am – 3:30pm | 
Workshops 

• June 3rd, 2026 (Wednesday) 10am – 3:30pm 
| Workshops 

• June 4th, 2026 (Thursday) ) 10am – 3:30pm 
| Sports Day 

   
Please note that some sessions have limited capacity 
and will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Once a workshop reaches capacity, registration for 
that session will close. 
  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MWAMBLs6NUizDJ2IlVtMaehCUYlsA19PljdfitetuHZUMEFRMzQ1NzRJOVAxRE1QRU9LUVBSTFpGNiQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl


Non-Participation in Immigration Enforcement Activities 
 
Please remember that our district has an official immigration policy, AP 3415. This policy directs all inquiries 
regarding immigration enforcement to the District Chancellor and District General Counsel. If you receive a 
confirmed report of immigration enforcement on campus, please contact: 

• SDCCD Chancellor’s Office (Greg Smith): 619-388-6957 | chancellor@sdccd.edu 
• SDCCD General Counsel (Ljubisa Kostic): 619-388-6589 | lkostic@sdccd.edu 

You are not expected to engage with immigration enforcement or place yourself or others at risk. If approached by 
immigration officials, you may respond:“I am not authorized to speak with you, answer your questions, or provide 
access to any people or facilities per SDCCD policy. Only the District Chancellor and General Counsel have authority 
to assist you.”To stay informed and prepared: 

• Update your emergency contact information in the MySDCCD portal 
• Download the SDCCDsafe App 
• Refer to the District’s Immigration Resources page 
• Continue to read campus emails and official updates 

San Diego Mesa College has a clear, coordinated Immigration Enforcement Response Plan centered on our 
Emergency Management Response Team, led by the President and including College Communications, Vice 
Presidents, Facilities and Operations, OEHS, and the Campus Community Emergency Response Team, in coordination 
with SDCCD Police. Recognizing that every incident is unique, this structure ensures we are prepared to act quickly 
and compassionately with clear communication, coordinated safety measures, and robust support for students and 
employees should an incident occur. 

  

 

  

   

   

 

 

Summer 2026 is just around the corner and 
enrollment continues to grow.  Our current FTES is 
1,407 with a headcount of 7,592.  When comparing 
the same point in time for Summer 2025, we have 
an increase in both FTES and headcount.  As we 
prepare for drop for non-payment and fraudulent 
enrollment sweeping, we still anticipate 
adjustments; but things are very positive for 
summer 2026 enrollment.   Fall 2026 has also 
increased since last week.   We have an FTES of 
3,279 and a headcount of 9,391.  We are a little 
over halfway to our target for fall!   
  

Recap | AAPI Men of Color Group End of the Year 
Gathering (May 20, 2026) 
  
The AAPI Men of Color Group hosted their End-of-the-
Year gathering last week, celebrating past and current 
participants while welcoming new members. The group 
reflected on an eventful year that included bi-weekly 
gatherings and workshops, conference attendance, and 
even student presentations at a conference! A special 
thank you to Marc Pescadera and Justin Rapolla for their 
continued leadership and support, along with Counselor 
Andrew Malinis, Peer Mentors Tyler Liebel and JD Frial, 

 

 

  

https://www.sdccd.edu/docs/District/procedures/General%20Institution/AP%203415.pdf
mailto:chancellor@sdccd.edu
mailto:lkostic@sdccd.edu
https://myportal.sdccd.edu/
https://sdccd.apparmor.com/clients/sdccd.edu/index.html
https://www.sdccd.edu/immigration-resources/index.aspx


 

and PATH Intern Luis Ruben Jacobo for their assistance in 
making the program a success. 
  

 

  

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

Building Belonging, Celebrating Futures 
 
Students from CARE & CalWORKs, the Dreamer’s Resource Center, EOPS, Pride Center, NextUp & FAST, and Rising 
Scholars visited the University of California, San Diego campus on May 15, 2026. This experience represented access, 
belonging, and a reminder that they deserve to take up space in these environments and envision themselves as 
changemakers. Seeing students who shared similar backgrounds, hearing honest stories about challenges and success, 
and walking through spaces where futures are being built made the experience feel attainable.  
  

 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at 
all the great things that are happening on our campus. We 
encourage all faculty and staff to pass this along to our 
students, and also to sign up to receive these newsletters 
straight to their inboxes! Click below to sign up and for more 
information about Mesa Journeys: 
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

Click on the flyer to enlarge 
  

 

  

   

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Mesa-Journeys-Newsletter--Week-of-5-18-2026---See-what-s-happening-across-campus-this-month-.html?soid=1134893054549&aid=n2Iy-NjDtEU
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys


   

 

 

Read about the latest and greatest on Measure HH! 
 
The May 2026 Bond Measure HH newsletter 
highlights ongoing progress toward modernizing 
San Diego Community College District campuses 
through major capital improvement projects, 
including new educational facilities, athletics and 
performing arts upgrades, infrastructure 
improvements, and expanded student resources 
designed to support future generations of students. 
 
To read more, click here.  
  

   

 

 

Reminder regarding parking permits for events, guest 
speakers, and meetings.  
Event Parking: 
All parking for events should be included as part of 
your Event Request in the Events & Reservation 
Portal. Please keep in mind that 
all event requests must be submitted at least three 
weeks before the date of your event (longer for 
large events). More information can be found in the 
Event & Reservation Portal FAQs. 
Non-Event Individual/Group Permits: 
Requests for non-event parking can be submitted 
via the Non Event Parking Permit Request 
Form now available on our webpage, within the 
Events & Reservations Portal. These would include 
requests that are not part of an “event,” such as 
guest speakers, departmental meeting attendees, 
etc. that do not require any other support. 
  

   

Notice: Effective Monday, April 6, the Business Services Office will close at 12:00 PM daily for walk-up service to 
accommodate year-end processing. We appreciate your patience and understanding during this busy time. 
  
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines | Consolidated Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Year-End Deadlines  

  

 

  

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/---Bond-Measure-HH---May-2026-News-and-Updates.html?soid=1142265638650&aid=WYqHEl5YxPY
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/_assets/documents/PortalEventandReservationFAQs.pdf
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp/78aa4000d51225b4bb1d4ff680f3
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/facilities-operations/index.shtml
https://c2eib679.caspio.com/dp.asp?AppKey=78aa40006e129f60fe2d4a439227
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/admin-services/_assets/Fiscal%20Year%202025-2026%20Year-End%20Deadlines%20for%20San%20Diego%20Mesa%20College.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQnAekUn3C9ImNNpOKrd8V3OKMUh2YB/view?usp=drive_link


   

New Resource: Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office has published a new Data Element Dictionary & Acronym Glossary on our 
website to support a shared understanding of the terminology used across Mesa College. Whether you’re reviewing 
reports, navigating dashboards, or interpreting campus communications, this resource is designed to clarify common 
data definitions and acronyms in one central place. You can find it on the IE website under the Data Dictionary & 
Acronym Glossary section. We invite you to explore it and reach out to the IE Office with suggestions for new additions, 
updates, or corrections as we continue to build and refine this tool together. For feedback, please contact Adriana 
Caetano at acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu. 
  

IE Office Hours – A Dedicated Time to Think Through Your Data Together 
 
The Institutional Effectiveness (IE) Office is launching weekly Office Hours to serve as a partner for your data 
questions and ideas. Whether you’re exploring data for program review or accreditation, thinking through how to 
use our dashboards, or simply trying to make sense of what the data is telling you, we welcome the opportunity to 
work alongside you. During the Spring semester, from January 20 (Flex Week) through June 1, we will pilot these 
new office hours. Join us Tuesdays from 12:30–1:30 p.m. in the IE Office (A-109). We have a conference room for 
collaborative conversations—and yes, there’s coffee too!  
We look forward to being your data thought partner. 

  

 

  

 

  

Want to learn more about grant seeking? 
View the flex workshop hosted by Dr. Michael Lettieri, who is leading grant writing efforts, and Krista Stellmacher, 
CFRE and Director in service to the Office of Resource Development and Foundation.  
 View Recording 

  

https://app.fabric.microsoft.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWEwZmVmY2QtZDgyNy00ODVlLTk3ZjgtYTUwNTI3N2M4NTEyIiwidCI6IjA0MGM2MDMxLTNhYmItNDgzNS1iMzBjLTlkODg5NTViNGM2OSIsImMiOjZ9
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/institutional-effectiveness/index.shtml
mailto:acaetanofournier@sdccd.edu
https://sdccd-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/-CjQEhooUEFaRHzMR8x1199KDz6NLXWRwI1Bmb6LY4qp1MUWrkELuDODH3i03fBg.6xBqoQdT68dBO35k?startTime=1755626563000
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/mesa-foundation/


 

 

Join us for the San Diego Mesa College Olympian Open on 
July 24, 2026, at 12 p.m. as we tee off to support our 
incredible student athletes. This signature golf fundraiser 
brings together community leaders, alumni, and champions 
of education for a day of fun, connection, and purpose. 
Your participation, whether through sponsorships, 
donations, or in kind gifts, directly fuels athletic equipment 
and academic support that help our Olympians succeed 
both on the field and in the classroom. 
 

   Register and Donate 
 

 

 

 

Our annual Mesa College Giving Day will take place on 
the eve of our graduation commencement, Thursday, 
May 28th. This is a day where we join together to build 
community and support for Mesa and our students. 
With the help of Maria Teresa Rodriguez Rivera (Mesa 
Impactship Program Intern), Kiana Kikuchi, and Amanda 
Brown, we are elevating our efforts this year. Here’s our 
timeline: 
 
·         April 20: Ambassador Toolkit Available 
·         May 4: #MesaGivingDay Kickoff 
·         May 28: #MesaGivingDay 
·         May 31: Deadline for #MesaGivingDay donations 
 
We are seeking Ambassadors to help spread the word 
about #MesaGivingDay - anyone can support! 
 

▶️Join our Ambassador Interest List for updates on 
how you can get involved 
  

 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links below: 
  

   

 

 

   

https://givebutter.com/c/SDMCAthleticsOlympianOpen2026
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedP8e38hfIAt61KgD1b2Hl1JtBd4RUR8_4OXt0bSO3a68bSg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/


______________________________ 
Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 
President | San Diego Mesa College 
Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 
7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 
Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

